The Alumnae of Northwestern University Awards Eight Grants for Academic Enrichment
EVANSTON, Ill. ---  The Alumnae of Northwestern University has awarded funding for eight programs that will bring guest artists and distinguished speakers to Northwestern’s Evanston campus. The grants, totaling more than $35,000, are funded with earnings from the Academic Enrichment Endowment, established in 1991 as one of The Alumnae’s 75th Anniversary gifts to the university.  
The Alumnae of Northwestern University’s president Janet Bilandic notes, “The Alumnae takes great pride in its ability to enrich the undergraduate experience by funding these innovative programs, which feature a variety of speakers -- journalists, artists, scientists, entrepreneurs, musicians -- visiting the Evanston campus.”
Principal grants include full or partial funding for:
· A three-day workshop for undergraduate music education and composition majors - “Music Composition and Improvisation in the Classroom: What are We Waiting For?” Guest scholars, three composers and three teachers, will offer practical ideas for integrating composition into their teaching and outreach. Submitted by Maud Hickey, associate professor, music studies, Bienen School of Music.​ 

· Opportunities for students to meet, interact with and be inspired by accomplished working journalists who are current practitioners of literary journalism, such as Pulitzer Prizewinner Diane McWhorter, MacArthur Fellow Adrian Nicole LeBland, Ann Fadiman of The American Scholar, Jane Mayer and Rebecca Mead of The New Yorker, and Virginia Heffernan and Alessandra Stanley of The New York Times. The writers’ visits will include not only substantive discussions with students enrolled in David Abrahamson’s Literary Journalism class, but also visits to other undergraduate classes and a public lecture open to the wider university community. Submitted by David Abrahamson, professor of journalism, Charles Deering McCormick Professor of Teaching Excellence, Medill School of Journalism, Media, Integrated Marketing Communications​. 

· A visit to campus by Canadian contemporary artist, Sonny Assu, who will give a public talk on the role of contemporary art in fostering public consciousness and conversations about indigenous issues. In addition, the artist will host studio sit-ins to provide feedback to undergraduate art students on their work, and be a guest lecturer in an indigenous studies-related undergraduate course on campus during Spring Quarter 2017. Submitted by Nicole Sullivan, anthropology and global health studies department/Office of International Program Development (WCAS).​ 

· A visit by Steve Blank, renowned entrepreneur and educator, who will speak about cross-disciplinary entrepreneurship, and raise awareness about human/student potential through entrepreneurship. Submitted by Ria Hirsch, Farley Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation, McCormick School of Engineering and Applied Science.
​ 

· A session, “From History to Mystery: Crafting a True Story into a Compelling Tale,” for students of history, journalism and creative arts to learn how to shape true stories into their most effective form, by employing the structure and techniques of narrative fiction. With the rise of interest in “true crime” stories, the method of crafting a story to reach the maximum audience involves artistry in the telling. Submitted by Deborah Borman, assistant professor, clinical Instruction (communication and legal reasoning), Northwestern Pritzker School of Law.
​ 

· A biannual two-day lecture series, “Faces of Sciences: A Lecture Series,” that promotes scientific excellence in conjunction with a dedication to diversity. The goal of this seminar series is to expose current undergraduate and graduate students to positive role models who are leaders in their field and/or promote diversity in the sciences. Submitted by students Andrea d’Aquino, Kedy Edme, Lan-Kiu Fong and Alicia McGrachy, chemistry department, Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences (WCAS).
​ 

· A one-day symposium, “Expanding Latinidad: Emerging Diasporic Communities in Latino USA,” to present the most current scholarship by four distinguished academics who have written about the migration histories, political agency, race, ethnicity and identity formation of emerging national communities in Latino America: Colombians, Dominicans, Central Americans and Peruvians.The communities are expanding traditional borders in Latino Studies. Submitted by Frances Aparicio, professor, department of Spanish and Portuguese, WCAS
​ 

· Funding for a capstone symposium devoted to “Ordinary Media” in 2017. Beginning in 2016, the Ordinary Media research initiative will establish new conversations within the humanities about ways in which “always on” technologies like smartphones, Google search, and social media engage with emerging forms of art and literature. he proposed symposium brings together scholarly lectures, new media performances and a series of creative workshops across a range of humanities. Submitted by James Hodge, assistant professor, and Daniel Snelson, Mellon postdoctoral fellow, Kaplan Humanities Institute, WCAS. 

The Alumnae of Northwestern University is an all-volunteer organization of women that raises funds for a wide range of projects to benefit Northwestern while sharing the university’s academic resources with the community through its Continuing Education program. Founded in 1916, The Alumnae has given more than $7.5 million to the university in the form of grants, fellowships, scholarships, an endowed professorship and summer internships. For more information, visit The Alumnae website at www.nualumnae.org.
