The Alumnae of Northwestern University has selected eight students to receive 2017-2018 Alumnae of Northwestern University STEM scholarships, which are awarded to students who excel in a STEM major (science, technology, engineering, mathematics).  Criteria for selection include academic excellence and financial need.  The intent of this scholarship is to free students from work commitments so they may more vigorously pursue their chosen area of study and other university endeavors.

Jane Knight Dampts, chair of The Alumnae’s STEM Fellowship Committee, notes: “Our members are proud to support these hard-working students who are pursuing STEM careers in diverse fields, allowing them to continue their studies, do research, and actively participate in campus life. It was challenging for our committee to select eight recipients from a large field of deserving applicants.” 

Our 2017-18 STEM Scholars are:
Victoria Blaga, 2020 Weinberg, Neuroscience.  Victoria is from West Bloomfield, Michigan, and is pursuing a pre-med curriculum in preparation for a career in medicine.  She is a first-generation Ukrainian student and her goal is to start her own medical practice focusing on community outreach.   She is a member of Northwestern’s Bioscientist Freshman Research Preparatory Program and “embodies the spirit of a curious and brilliant Northwestern woman.”

Kayla Carter, 2020 McCormick, Chemical Engineering.  Kayla is from Lake Oswego, Oregon, and is interested in pursuing a Ph.D. in bionanotechnolgy.  As an undergraduate she has been involved in STEM outreach programs for underrepresented groups and hopes to pursue a career teaching in the STEM fields.  She is described as passionate and dedicated about her work, and a strong member of the research team.

Eileen Chen, 2019 Weinberg, Neuroscience.     Eileen is from Willoughby, Ohio, and is interested in neuroscience and how the functioning of the brain impacts mental health.  She has done medical research for the past 5 years at Case Western Reserve University and has a passion for her STEM studies and looks forward to a career improving the lives of others. She has strong interpersonal and communication skills and a commitment to mentoring others.                                    

Isaac Lawanson, 2020 McCormick, Mechanical Engineering.   Isaac is from Bellmawr, New Jersey, and grew up in Nigeria.  He is an aspiring engineer interested in the automotive industry and ways to design cars so they are more efficient and less polluting.  He has strong leadership skills, and is described as very talented, with an amazing ability to bring classmates together and build a strong sense of community.                            

Marissa Mullen, 2019 Weinberg, Pre-Medicine; Religion, Health, and Medicine.    Marissa is from River Forest, Illinois, and is preparing for medical school after she graduates.  She wants to practice medicine and also do research, and is interested in participating in global humanitarian relief efforts to bring quality healthcare to people in under-served areas of the world.  She is an accomplished medical researcher and a warm and supportive mentor to others.

Rachel Orenstein, 2020 McCormick, Materials Science and Engineering.   Rachel is from Boise, Idaho, and aspires to prepare to be an innovator in the field of Materials Science.  She has long had a passion for science and pursued engineering classes in high school as the only female in her class.  She is a well-rounded and focused scholar with interests in such fields as national security and music, and wants to use her engineering expertise to improve the lives of others.          

Alexander Ortiz, 2019 Weinberg, Mathematics.   Alexander is from Santa Fe New Mexico and this is the second year he has been granted an Alumnae STEM Scholarship.   He has earned many honors in mathematics, is a Teaching Assistant, and aspires to go on to earn a Ph.D. and to be a professor of mathematics at a research university.  He has been recognized for his work at Los Alamos National Laboratory and wants to mentor other first-generation students in academia.

Taylor Reyes, 2020 McCormick, Biomedical Engineering.   Taylor is from Woodstock, Illinois, and aspires to pursue a career in genetic engineering.  She has always had a passion for science and wants to make a difference in people’s lives by developing engineering solutions to currently incurable physiological illnesses.   She has already done original research and is praised for her outstanding academic performance, congenial manner, and contribution to the creation of a productive classroom dynamic.
