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The Alumnae of Northwestern University Awards $125,000 in Grants for 2016 Northwestern Projects

EVANSTON, ILL. --- The Alumnae of Northwestern University has awarded full or partial funding to projects sponsored by many Northwestern schools, including the Bienen School of Music, Feinberg School of Medicine, the Mary and Leigh Block Museum, and the School of Communication. Awards for 23 grants, totaling $125,000, are included in The Alumnae Grants Program for 2016.
“The Grants Committee was impressed by the quality and variety of the proposals submitted so it was quite a challenge to choose recipients from among them,” according to The Alumnae president, Janet Bilandic. “The 23 grants will provide funding for such worthwhile endeavors as research, performances, technology and equipment upgrades, conferences, and exhibits.”
The comprehensive range of projects includes full or partial funding to: study the influence of the English poet/artist William Blake on American visual artists; support students during their internships through the Chicago Field Studies program; observe civic organizations in Guatemala and Mexico to study child-migrant detentions; sponsor students to visit Tokyo, Japan, to experience a different culture without full mastery of the local language; provide an opportunity for students to visit ESPN headquarters to learn how to follow their sports media dreams; use award winning children’s books as “trigger” texts to research topics such as race, inequality, gender; predict how individual preschool children benefit from an intensive summertime language intervention program; develop and validate a new measurement that evaluates the speech, cognition, and language impairments of individuals with Parkinson disease; equip a saxophone studio with IPad Pro tablets to function as portable workstations; and host a one-day retrospective of the career of Chantal Akerman, Belgian film director, artist and professor of film.
The proposals are in alphabetical order by proposer.  

MOTION CONTROL CINEMATOGRAPHY 
Clayton Brown, senior lecturer, Radio/TV/Film, School of Communication (C)
The purchase of equipment to allow for precision camera moves for special effects cinematography.  This equipment would allow students to do advanced and sophisticated camera work involving the most cutting-edge techniques to support their projects and give them valuable experience upon graduation.

SPLENIC FUNCTION EVALUATED BY 4D FLOW MRI TO PREDICT HYPERSPLENISM-ASSOCIATED THROMBOCYTOPENIA 
Jeremy D. Collins, M.D., assistant professor of radiology, Feinberg School of Medicine (FSM)
Hypersplenism is a treatable cause of low platelet count in cirrhosis.  Preliminary work from our group has shown that 4D flow magnetic resonance imaging is useful in diagnosing hypersplenism in cirrhosis.  The proposed study will apply a novel 4D flow MRI pulse sequence in patients with cirrhosis, with the objective to use this preliminary data to support a larger application to the National Institutes of Health.

WILLIAM BLAKE AND THE AGE OF AQUARIUS 
Lisa Corrin, Ellen Philip Katz director, Mary and Leigh Block Museum
In Fall 2017, the Block Museum will present William Blake and the Age of Aquarius, an interdisciplinary exhibition looking at the influence of the English poet/artist William Blake on American visual artists in the 1950s-1970s.  Curated by Northwestern Professor of Art History, Stephen Eisenman, the exhibition will bring new understanding to familiar artworks and iconic music and images of the 20th century, while drawing parallels and finding connections across time.

CHICAGO FIELD STUDIES SCHOLARSHIP FUND
James Farr, director of Chicago Field Studies and professor of political science; Karen Allen, associate director of Chicago Field Studies, Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences. (WCAS)

This funding will ensure that undergraduate students in significant financial need are able to reap the professional and academic benefits of rigorous internship experiences through CFS, WCAS’s academic internship program that welcomes students from across the University.  This contribution will help support 10-20 students to participate in CFS during AY 2016-17 (Fall and Winter).  The Alumnae Grant will aid students with travel expenses to their respective internships, as well as help offset lost work-study income.

FACES OF SCIENCE:  A LECTURE SERIES   

Lam Fong, Kedy Edme, Andrea d’Aquino, Alicia McGeachy, Graduate Chemistry for Diversity at 
Northwestern. department of chemistry, WCAS  

We propose to implement a biannual two-day lecture series that promotes scientific excellence in conjunction with a dedication to diversity.  The goal of this seminar series is to expose current undergraduate and graduate students to positive role models who are leaders in their field and/or promise diversity in the sciences.

HIGH-PRESSURE MAGNETOMETRY CELL FOR THE DISCOVERY AND INSIGHT INTO MAGNETIC MATERIALS 
Danna E. Freedman and T. David Harris, assistant professors, department of chemistry, WCAS
Studying materials at elevated pressures provides vital structure/function insight and enables the creation of novel materials with exotic properties.  Harris and Freedman are requesting a specialized high pressure cell for magnetometry measurements, which will benefit all scientists at Northwestern interested in magnetic properties.

BETWEEN BORDERS:  CENTRAL AMERICAN CHILD MIGRATION AND THE INSIGHT OF CIVIL ORGANIZATIONS IN MEXICO AND GUATEMALA
Angel Alfonso Escamilla Garcia, PhD candidate, department of sociology, WCAS
I plan to research a distinct point of view on the issue of child migration from Central America to the United States.  I will visit seven civic organizations in Guatemala and Mexico in order to find out more about the crucial issues behind ever-increasing numbers of child-migrant detentions reported by the U.S. Border Patrol.  At each stop, I plan to conduct interviews with the organizations’ directors and to observe their work in order to learn more about migrant children before they arrive in the United States and also after they return to their home countries.

THE ACADEMIC FUGUE (fugue d’ecole), Part 2 
Robert O. Gjerdingen, professor of music theory and cognition, department of music studies, Bienen School of Music (BSM)
In past centuries, one of the capstone projects for a music major was the writing of a fugue.  This tradition of the academic “school fugue” (fugue d’ecole) reached its apex at the Paris Conservatory in the late nineteenth century.  The project seeks to reacquaint modern music students with this tradition by expanding a website that contains scores and recordings of the best school fugues from Paris Conservatory, produced by our own students.

JAPAN:  BUSINESS JOURNALISM IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT
Desiree Hanford and Cynthia Rodgers, lecturers, Business, Money and Markets Specialization advisers, Integrated Marketing Communications, Medill School of Journalism, Media, Integrated Marketing Communication (J)
As part of Medill’s winter immersion week for journalism grad students, the Business, Money and Markets Specialization proposes a trip for nine students to Tokyo, Japan.  Students will have the opportunity to experience reporting in a different culture and without full mastery of the local language, a challenge that international reporters face daily.  Students will visit the Tokyo Stock Exchange, a robotic automobile plant, and meet with executives, economists at major global investment houses and government officials.

BEYOND OBERMAN:  LUTHER AND THE MIDDLE AGES
Christine Helmer, Arthur E. Andersen Teaching and Research Professor, department of religious studies and German, WCAS
The conference “Beyond Oberman:  Luther and the Middle Ages” will explore the significance of new research done since Heiko Oberman proposed investigating how the 16th  century protestant reformer Martin Luther was a late medieval, rather than an early, modern figure.  Oberman, whose work has dominated studies of Luther since the 1960s, has been superseded by new research conducted by scholars of the middle ages and early modernity.  By updating the scholarship, the conference aims to bring Luther’s thought into closer proximity with medieval thoughts, and thereby contribute to the contemporary discussion between Roman Catholics and Protestants.  The conference will be held November 3-6, 2016.

ORDINARY MEDIA SYMPOSIUM
James J. Hodge, assistant professor and Daniel Scott Snelson, Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Digital Humanities, Kaplan Institute, department of English, WCAS
This project proposes a grant to fund a capstone symposium devoted to “Ordinary Media” to be held in May 2017.  Starting in 2016, the Ordinary Media research initiative will establish new conversations with the humanities about the ways in which “always on” technologies like smartphones, Google search, and Social Media engage with emerging forms of art and literature.  The proposed symposium brings together scholarly lectures, new media performances, and a series of creative workshops across a range of humanities disciplines.

UNDERGRADUATE SUMMER RESEARCH TO STUDY CELL-CELL SIGNALING
Robert Holmgren, professor, molecular biosciences department, WCAS
Three undergraduate will study the “Hedgehog” cell signaling system, a signaling pathway that transmits information in embryonic cells required for proper development, in fruit flies of the genus Drosophila.  We have identified a new output of the pathway, and the undergraduate researchers will be responsible for its molecular characterization.

DIGITAL DRAWING TECHNIQUES FOR THEATRE DESIGNERS  

Ana Kuzmanic, associate professor of theatre design, School of Communication (C)
Through a School of Communication small grant, I was able to purchase one of a new generation of Wacom Stylus pens—Wacom Cintiq pen display.  This device allows the artist to draw on the very screen, as opposed to the traditional Wacom Stylus Pen, which requires splitting artist’s attention between the tablet and the screen.  After successful completion of the test project, I am proposing obtaining 6 to 10 additional Wacom Cintiq Pen Displays for instructional use in the Theatre Department computer lab.
STUDENTS TO GO TO ESPN CAMPUS FOR AN EXCLUSIVE BEHIND THE SCENES UNDERSTANDING OF SPORTS MEDIA AND THE GRANT WOULD ALLOW STUDENTS ON FINANCIAL AID TO GO ON A NEED-BLIND BASIS

Candy Lee, professor, journalism and integrated marketing communication, (J)
Need-blind opportunity for students to visit Bristol, Connecticut, headquarters of ESPN and spend a full day visiting with Sports Media people who will advise our students on opportunities and what the students need to learn in order to follow their sports media dreams.  The students will visit all parts of ESPN, attend a specially convened panel, and then have one-on-one time with ESPN senior people both in front and behind the cameras.

TACKLING DIFFICULT SUBJECTS SUCH AS AGE, GENDER, AND INEQUALITY THROUGH “TRIGGER” TEXTS OF CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOKS BEFORE PROMOTING STUDENT RESEARCH IN DEPTH ON A SPECIFIC TOPIC:   DEVELOPING A METHODOLOGY TO HOST TOUGH CONVERSATIONS IN ALL CLASSROOMS
Candy Lee, professor, journalism and integrated marketing communication (J)
(1) Using award-winning children’s books as first “trigger” texts, going deep into research on tough subjects in today’s environment: race, inequality, gender, etc.  (2) Creating a classroom methodology to host difficult conversations that could occur in any school/discipline.

PREDICTING CHILDREN’S RESPONSE TO INTENSIVE SUMMER LANGUAGE INTERVENTION:  A PILOT STUDY BRIDGING RESEARCH AND CLINICAL PRACTICE AT NORTHWESTERN
Elizabeth Norton, assistant professor, department of communication sciences and disorders, (C)
This pilot study will investigate how we can predict how individual preschool children benefit from an intensive summertime language intervention program.  In partnership with the Northwestern University Center for Audiology Speech, Language, and Learning, children will complete 36 hours of high-quality language and re-reading intervention over 6 weeks in summer 2016.  Our research team, including trained undergraduate students working in my lab, will access children with standardized language measures and child-friendly EEG brain measures before and after the intervention to determine which

measures pre-intervention predicted the child’s skill improvements over the intervention period.

FLIPPED FRENCH:  ADAPTIVE GRAMMAR; CREATION OF GRAMMAR VIDEOS USING LIGHTBOARD
Aude Raymond, senior lecturer; Christiane Rey,  associate professor of instruction; Patricia Sarampi, associate professor of instruction; department of French and Italian, WCAS
We would like to create a series of Lightboard videos to explain the grammar content of Flipped French courseware we are developing.  They will show the instructor speaking, along with graphics and a PowerPoint, presenting an improved classroom experience.  Building on the principle of universal design, the videos will help students with various learning styles and needs.

DEVELOPMENT AND VALIDATION OF THE NORTHWESTERN PERCEPTION OF CONVERSATION ABILITIES IN PARKINSON DISEASE
Angela Roberts, assistant professor, principal investigator, Northwestern Language and Communication in Aging and Neurodegeneration Research Group, School of Communication (C)
The proposed project is for the rigorous development and validation of the Northwestern Perception of Conversation Ability – Parkinson Disease (Northwestern PCA-PD).  The PCA-PD is a novel measure that evaluates the impact of speech, cognition, and language impairments (occurring commonly in PD) on conversation difficulties and the impact of these difficulties on social interactions and emotions for individuals with Parkinson disease and their conversation partners.  This important assessment will fill a gap in the current care of individuals with Parkinson disease and will support clinicians in selecting targets for rehabilitation and in measuring the outcomes of therapies.

UNDERSTANDING THE SUSTAINABLE CITY
Cynthia Robin, professor of anthropology and director of undergraduate studies, department of anthropology, WCAS
This proposal requests funding to complete a one month archaeological survey at an ancient Maya city with a 2500 year history that survived the collapse of Classic Maya civilization.  As over half the world live in cities today, using archaeology to understand the longevity of cities, becomes increasingly important for a contemporary world interested in furthering the survival of its own cities.  The funding requested is for seed research that cannot be obtained from other sources, which would lead to a future major research project funded by external grants.

THE LEXICON PROJECT:  ANALYZING PEDAGOGICAL NAMING SYSTEMS FROM DIFFERENT CULTURES TO ADVANCE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF MATHEMATICS
Miriam Sherin, professor, department of learning sciences, and associate dean, teacher education, School of Education and Social Policy (SESP)
This proposal would provide support for four Chicago Public School teachers to collaborate with Northwestern University researchers in the School of Education and Social Policy during Summer 2016.  The goal of the collaboration would be to investigate lexicons describing mathematics teaching in the U.S. and eight international contexts, as well as video examples of the mathematics teaching practices described in the lexicons.  Comparison of these nine national lexicons is intended to help teachers, teacher educators, and researchers improve the teaching and learning of mathematics.

SAXOPHONE STUDIO iPAD MUSIC WORKSTATIONS
Taimur Sullivan, associate professor, department of performance Studies, (BSM)
I propose to equip my saxophone studio with a collection of iPad Pro tablets, to function as portable workstations equipped with professional music, reading software, powerful music practice and productivity software, and related hardware.  The music-reading functionality of these devices will allow students the invaluable opportunity to learn, rehearse and perform from a complete score, rather than just their individual music part.  They will also have access to a host of music productivity software that until recently would have involved obtaining numerous pieces of equipment and would have been prohibitively expensive.

A COURSE SUPPORTING THE PERSEPHONE PROJECT
Jessica Thebus, associate professor, department of theatre, (C)
This is a course, built around professional artist guests, would support an international environmental performance project.

CHANTAL AKERMAN’S CINEMA:  TIME AND THE POLITICS OF EVERYDAY LIFE 
Domietta Torlasco, associate professor, department of French and Italian, WCAS
To celebrate Chantal Akerman’s (1950-2015) extraordinary career as a film director, artist and professor of film, we are planning a one-day international conference, the screening of Akerman’s major films, and a series of workshops aimed at exploring the role that technology (film and digital media) plays in both recording and shaping everyday experience.
The Alumnae of Northwestern University is an all-volunteer organization of women that raises funds for a wide range of projects to benefit Northwestern while sharing the university’s academic resources with the community through its Continuing Education program. Founded in 1916, The Alumnae has given more than $7.5 million to the university in the form of grants, fellowships, scholarships, an endowed professorship, funding for special university projects, and summer internships. For more information, visit The Alumnae website (www.nualumnae.org).
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